
 
CITY OF LONG BEACH 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION AND MARINE 
COMMISSION ON YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

MINUTES 
October 28, 2004 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

Rebecca Turrentine, Co-Chair, called the meeting of the Commission on Youth and 
Children to order at 5:09 p.m., in the large conference room at the Parks, Recreation 
and Marine Senior Center. Roll call was taken and a quorum was confirmed. 
 
Present: 
Rebecca Turrentine, Co-Chair  
Pierre Batton, Co-Chair 
      
Sotheara Chhay Alexis Peterson 
Fabian Gonzalez Jessica Quintana 
Helen Ingram Marc Rothenberg 
Kate Levinstein Lou Santos 

 Jeanetta McAlpin   Mary Soth 
 Jon Meyer    Chanel Suares 
 Lauren Perry    Chelsii Summerville 
  
 Absent: 
 Victor Perez (excused)  
 Jennifer To  
 
         Staff: 

Cynthia Fogg, Superintendent, Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine 
Andrew Romero, Youth Specialist, Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine 
Dan Hendricks, Commission Clerk, Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine 
Christina Santos, Data Specialist, Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine 
 
Guests: 
Diane Lewis 
 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ingram and seconded by Commissioner Chhay 
to approve the September 22, 2004 Commission on Youth and Children 
minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
III. COMMENTS 

 
Chris Burcham, the Youth Services Coordinator for the Long Beach Library System, 
addressed the Commission to inform them of the fiscal statistics for the library.  She 
found it particularly interesting that the Library system had a 20% reduction in service 
hours.  She also noted that they had a 19% reduction in participation in extra 
curricular activities.  The programs are divided roughly by age, a reading and writing 
program to prepare kids for school, and another to help students with their academic 
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achievements.  There are also four libraries in Long Beach that have particular 
programs aimed at teens.  Chris Burcham brought the Commissioners copies of the 
Library’s fall schedule of programs for children and teens.  She also encouraged the 
Commissioners to engage in more reading programs, as Long Beach came in a 
ranking of 73rd out of 79 cities in a ranking of most literate cities throughout the 
country.   
 
The Commission was also addressed by Dexter Auditor, a 1980 Poly High Graduate 
who is representing the Long Beach Poly High Athletic Association Alumni.  This 
organization is concerned about gang activity and is attempting to run projects to help 
cut back on youth joining gangs.  He wanted to inform the Commission that his 
organization had just recently been formed, and would likely be starting events in the 
near future. 

 
IV.    SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT TO THE COMMISSION 

  
 CYC administrative issues update: 

 
Cynthia Fogg first showed the public service announcement that Commissioner 
Suares made for the Commission.  The PSA focused on the District Level Youth 
Councils and attempted to recruit youth to join up.  Cynthia Fogg pointed out that a 
portion of the PSA included the announcement that joining the DLYACs could help 
students meet their service learning hours. 
 
Cynthia then took the opportunity to recognize a couple of people for their outstanding 
work in the community. 
 
First off, was Tony Gipson, who had been given an acknowledgement at the last City 
Council meeting by Council Member Uranga.  The award was for running after school 
programs and working with the kids to do community clean ups in alleys and 
neighborhoods.  He’s spent seven years working for the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Marine, and is currently the site director at a 21st Century Community 
Learning Center site at Garfield Elementary. 
 
Cynthia Fogg also later congratulated Commissioner Fabian Gonzalez for being 
recognized by the City Council for his work on the Commission on Youth and Children, 
his District Level Youth Advisory Council, as well as being accepted to the Chicano 
/Latino Youth Leadership Project Summer Conference in Sacramento. 
 
Cynthia Fogg then updated the Commission on the public comment given to them on 
September 22nd regarding pedestrian safety at Jackrabbit Lane and Atlantic Avenue.  
A report was distributed with the Commissioner’s agendas that covered what Council 
Member Richardson was doing to address the issue, and that staff follow up in 
December to see what the current status is.  Public Works is currently looking into the 
issue, and is working on a full report on the issue. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner McAlpin and seconded by Commissioner Soth to receive 
and file the report on Jackrabbit Lane.   The motion carried unanimously. 
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Lights on After School was an event sponsored by the After School Advocacy 
Partnership that provided a directory of after school programs within the City of Long 
Beach.  There were several extra directories, which Cynthia made available to any 
Commissioners who wanted them.   
 
The California League of Cities director of education and conferences, Terry Dugan, 
and Diane Jacobus, advisor to the Mayor, each sent the Commission and staff letters 
thanking them for their efforts in making the California League of Cities an outstanding 
event.  Cynthia Fogg read the text of the letter from Terry Dugan to the Commission. 
 
Cynthia Fogg also discussed an audio conference on Civic Engagement in Out of 
School Time, and invited any interested Commissioners to attend, or give Andrew 
Romero any questions they would want asked at the event. 
 
She also informed the Commission that at the next meeting of the Youth Services 
NETWORK, they were hoping to get the L.A. County Children’s Planning Council to 
come to the meeting and present their new Score Card on statistics for Children in Los 
Angeles County. 
 
Cynthia also updated the Commission on a meeting of the Department of Health and 
Human Services Teen Pregnancy Prevention Collaborative that occurred on October 
27.  Commissioner McAlpin attended the Collaborative and told the Commission that 
there would be a state training class that would be free to all Commissioners.  They 
are also attempting to find out which classes are most oriented towards youth to 
recommend them. 
 
Superintendent Fogg then took an informal poll of the Commissioners to discover what 
date and times in November and December would be best for the Commission to 
meet.  As such, they decided to move the November meeting to November 17, 2004 at 
5:00 p.m. and the December meeting to December 22, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
The National League of Cities is having a session on Youth Participation in 
Government, and invited some of the Commissioners to attend on the weekend of 
November 12, 2004.  Commissioners were invited to sign up with Andrew Romero if 
they wished to attend.  They might be putting the Commissioners on the Agenda as 
they are interested in the program, but did not know about it. 
 
Cynthia also invited the Commissioners to the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Marine’s Employee Recognition Committee luncheon.   
 
Staff also requested that the Commissioners update their contact information in the 
roster, to ensure that they can be contacted.  Andrew Romero also introduced 
Deanneka Goodwin, the new contact from Council Member O’Donnell’s 4th District 
office.  She will be handling the District Level Youth Advisory Council meetings for the 
4th District. 
 
 



Commission on Youth and Children Minutes 
October 27, 2004 
Page 4 
 

 
V. Co-CHAIRS REPORT TO THE COMMISSION 
 

Commission Co-Chair Batton chose to hold off his comments until such time as the 
Commission reviewed the actions of the Executive Committee, but did take a moment 
to thank everyone who participated in the Youth Leadership activity.   
 
Commission Co-Chair Turrentine announced that Commissioner Christopher Young 
had moved from the city, and had to retire from the Commission.  She then asked the 
Commission to nominate one of the other Commissioners to serve on the Executive 
Committee in his place.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Rothenberg and seconded by Commissioner Quintana to 
appoint Commissioner Jon Meyer to the Commission on Youth and Children’s Executive 
Committee.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

VI. REPORTS 
 

a. Committees 
 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Commissioner Turrentine and Batton, Co-Chairs 

(October 12th meeting) 
 
The Executive Committee planned out the Commission’s agenda, and discussed the 
Long Beach Youth Fund.  Youth Commissioners who join the Youth Fund will receive a 
stipend for their work with the Fund.  They also discussed their meeting with the 
various City Councilmembers.  The Committee will only have one more district to meet 
with after their October 28 meeting with Councilmember Lowenthal.   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Chhay and seconded by Commissioner Suares 
to receive and file the meeting schedule for meetings with elected officials.   The 
motion carried unanimously 

 
REPORT CARD COMMITTEE Commissioner Levinstein, Committee Co-Chair 
Member 

  (October 6th meeting) 
 

The Committee would like to rename the report, but needed the Commission to 
approve any name change.  They also worked more on the report, the details of which, 
they planned to go over later in the Commission meeting. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Soth and seconded by Commissioner Ingram to 
rename the Report Card the Profile Project.   The motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Standing Items 
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 I. Education and Youth Strategic Plan 
 At the City Manager’s Management Team Meeting, the strategic plan was discussed, 

and under Education and Youth, they announced the major fiscal year 04 
accomplishment of creating the Commission on Youth and Children.  They also noted 
that they secured the 21st Century Community Learning Center grant, completed the 
early child care and education community plan, implemented the Healthy Act of Long 
Beach program, improved reading and school readiness skills of over one thousand 
children through the Raising a Reader Initiative, and created the Youth and Gang 
Violence Prevention Task Force. 
 

II. District Level Youth Advisory Councils 
 
  a. Report on September DLYAC meetings. 
 
Andrew Romero and the various youth Commissioners present reported on the 
following schedules for the District Level Youth Advisory Councils. 

           
District 1     Set up plans for a beach clean-up day for November 20th 

between Cherry and Atlantic. 
 District 2   Meeting on Nov. 5th at Bixby Park. 
 District 3  Had a focused interview group with the CSULB students that are 

working on the Children’s Profile with the Profile Committee. 
 District 4  Pending  

 District 5  Pending 
 District 6  Pending 
 District 7  Talked about having a large dance at the Vault 350 to help their 

district.  
 District 8  Had second meeting, with several new students, and addressed 

how they could use their participation in the DLYACs to meet 
their service learning hours.  

 District 9  Pending. 
  

It was moved by Commissioner Suares and seconded by Commissioner 
Gonzalez to receive and file the reports from the September DLYAC meetings.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
  b. DLYAC Violence Discussion Guides. 

 
Thus far, only the 3rd District has done the Violence Discussion Guide and gotten it 
back. 
 
It was moved by Commission Co-Chair Turrentine and seconded by 
Commissioner Meyer to receive and file the completed reports on the discussion 
and hold over outstanding reports until completed.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
  c. DLYAC Outreach 
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Staff has created a flyer and application to increase youth participation in the DLYACs. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Peterson and seconded by Commissioner Soth to 
approve the outreach flyer and ask youth members to post at LBUSD high 
Schools.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
III. Youth and Gang Violence Task Force  

 
The Task Force meetings included a review of some of the books that have been 
added in the Library.  Specifically, “Murder is No Accident”, and “A Rainbow of Gangs” 
were held up as excellent examples of literature on gangs.  The Task Force is also 
helping out with the Profile, and had several speakers on hand.  Commissioner 
Rothenberg picked up several new books, and got them autographed by the authors.  
One of the professors from the event is likely to speak at the Task Force meeting in 
January. 
 
c. Report(s) 
CYC Youth and Children’s Profile Report Cynthia Fogg reviewed a preliminary copy 
of the Profile.  She went over the basic demographic information and the basic public 
education information.   
 
The first page detailed a breakdown of youth, children, and young adults within the city 
of Long Beach.  The information was all Census 2000 data.  Commissioners Gonzalez 
and Quintana pointed out that the ethnic descriptions of Latino and Hispanic were used 
interchangeably, with different words being used by different sources.  It was decided 
to replace either usage with “Hispanic/Latino” to help keep it consistent within the 
document. 
 
The next page focused on the Economic Well-being of youth in Long Beach.  
Everything on that page of data came directly from the Census.  The Profile Committee 
is attempting to get national data for the same information to compare Long Beach to 
the national average. 
 
The report also covered Education and Public School data.  Initially, they had planned 
to use 2002 data, but as 2003-2004 data for the schools is available, they are going to 
use that were applicable, and just be sure to annotate what years each bit of data is 
from. 
 
The Education and Workforce Readiness page was primarily from the Census and was 
almost all 2002 data.  Cynthia mentioned that they still needed some basic 
demographic data, such as how many year-round schools there are in Long Beach, 
and what percentage of Long Beach students go to them.  They are also searching for 
numbers on how many students are not attending their home school and need to be 
bussed to another campus.  The profile also hopes to compile a list of spending per 
pupil, which they are having some trouble with.  Much of the Education data was 
compiled from the California Department of Education website.  There was some 
debate over the accuracy of the bussing statistics, which the Profile Committee and 
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Christina Santos will double check.  They are also trying to find a way to correlate data 
where one source polled 3rd graders and another polled 4th graders.  The Profile 
Committee also plans to add SAT and API test results to the profile.  They are trying to 
get specifics on the tests though, and are trying to make the results clear and easily 
explainable.   
 
There was some discussion on using all the public data from the Department of 
Education website, and whether or not LBUSD could provide more recent data. 
 
It was also decided to not use survey results as there isn’t any hard data to back up 
the opinions taken in the poll. 
 
Cynthia Fogg stressed that the Commission will be presenting this final report, so must 
know that data well enough to report on it. 
  

VII.       UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

a. Anti-Bullying Legislation (April 28th, 04)  - The CYC voted at its April meeting 
to have staff from the Office of Congresswoman Linda Sanchez return with 
further information on the legislation, including the bill language before deciding 
upon a position. Status:  CYC staff contacted Congresswoman Sanchez’s office 
to set up a date for returning more detailed information.   

b. Youth Services NETWORK Executive Planning Committee (EPC) 
nomination process for recognition award – Status: Pending   

c. Youth Leadership Institute (YLI) Workshops for CYC (May 26th, 04)  - The 
CYC authorized staff to contract with YLI to organize four workshops intended to 
advance youth/adult relationships and their impact on policy.  Status:  The CYC 
has now held two of the workshops.  They are tentatively planning the third 
workshop at some time in the Spring.    

d. Harbor Commission – Authorize staff to work with the Executive Committee to 
draft a point paper for submittal to the Harbor Commission. 

 
VIII.   NEW BUSINESS 
 

The Long Beach Commission on Youth and Children needed to amend action item 
#04-09 taken by the CYC at the meeting of 4/28/04 to allow the Commission to act as 
members and advisors to the Long Beach Youth Fund.        
 
It was moved by Commissioner Perry and seconded by Commissioner Chhay 
to authorize the CYC adult members to act as the Advisory Board to the Long 
Beach Youth Fund and the CYC youth members to have the option to serve as 
the Long Beach Fund members, or to select a representative from their 
respective DLYACs.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
IX. NEXT MEETING 

   
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 17th, at 5:00 p.m. 
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X.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Chhay and seconded by Commissioner Ingram to 
adjourn the meeting of the Commission on Youth and Children at 7:30 p.m.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

This information is available in an alternative format by request 
to Jane Grobaty at (562) 570-3232. 

The City of Long Beach intends to provide reasonable accommodations in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If a special 

accommodation is desired, please call Daniel Hendricks 
48 hours prior to the meeting, at (562) 570-3538. 


